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“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
“Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
…they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.” (Matthew 2:1–2,9b-11; NRSV) 

What a challenge it can be to find the proper gift for 
someone! Maybe these men mentioned in Matthew 
2 knew what gifts to bring because they were wise. 
Maybe they knew through whatever special abilities 
“Magi” were supposed to possess. Or maybe 
everyone knew what gifts were proper for a 
newborn king. Wouldn’t it be convenient to have 
great certainty about each and every gift that we 
might give? 

Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh 

December 2025 
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 

Do you suppose those wise men, or Magi, had any idea that they were 
bringing their gifts to the one who would later be called “the greatest 
gift ever given?” And if Jesus had been able to ask for one or more 
particular gifts from the wise men, what do you think he might have 
asked them to bring? More relevantly, what do you think Jesus is asking 
you to bring as a proper gift (or several)? 

If we pay attention to all of the advertisements that bombard us on 
radio, TV, Internet, mail, magazines, billboards, etc., we can find a 
nearly unending list of options for gifts. But do you think those are the 
gifts that Jesus Christ would ask for from you and me? I mean, many of 
the things that people buy for each other are worth a LOT of money. 
Diamonds! Luxury cars! High-end electronics! I think we often go 
overboard. We must think we have to outdo one another or make this 
year’s gift better than last year’s. 

Here’s something the Apostle Paul said about outdoing one another: 
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 
honor.” (Romans 12:9–10; NRSV) Love, goodness, affection, and honor; 
those make good gifts. 

How about “…whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will 
lose their reward.” (Matthew 10:42; NRSV) A cup of cold water for a 
gift? Your friends and/or family might look at you funny. But Jesus 
seems to think that a cup of cold water makes an excellent gift! 

Here we see some more gifts that Jesus thinks are pretty nifty.  

“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was 
in prison and you visited me.’ … And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” 
Matthew 25:34–36,40; NRSV)   
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In fact, Jesus seems to find those gifts more than just nifty, he seems to 
find them essential. Just a few verses later as he addresses those “at his 
left hand,” “that are accursed,” he tells them “…‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 
And these will go away into eternal punishment…” (Mt 25:45b–46a, 
NRSV) 

Hmm. As I look at those gifts (and I think I could find several more gifts 
that Jesus talked about) I am beginning to think that I need to add a few 
people to my Christmas list. I may need to add some neighbors to my 
list. Not necessarily the folks across the street (but maybe). “And who is 
my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 
and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road…” (Luke 10:29b-31a; NRSV) You know the rest of 
the story of the Good Samaritan. So you know who might need to be on 
my Christmas list – or even a lot of Christmas lists. 

Working with the list in Matthew 25:34-36, here’s a little, quite 
incomplete, list of some of our neighbors and what gifts they might like 
this Christmas: 

The hungry and homeless want food and shelter at New York 
Disaster Interfaith Services. https://www.nydis.org/.  

Clients of Heifer International (www.heifer.org/gift) want livestock 
from which to feed their families and friends. 

Clients of Water.org want clean water to drink and bathe in.  
 http://water.org/  
Clients of The American Red Cross want a warm place to take 

shelter when their home is ruined. http://www.redcross.org/  
Clients of Sidewalk Samaritan want food, or clothing. https://

sidewalksamaritan.org/  
Clients of HEAP want warmth in their homes.  
 https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/contacts/  
Clients of Doctors Without Borders want to be healthier. http://

www.doctorswithoutborders.org/ 
 
 
  

https://www.nydis.org/
http://www.heifer.org/gift
http://water.org/
http://www.redcross.org/
https://sidewalksamaritan.org/
https://sidewalksamaritan.org/
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/contacts/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
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 Incarcerated persons in New York City want contact with and 
support from the community through Hope for New York Prison 
Fellowship. https://www.hfny.org/affiliates/prison-fellowship.  

 

Christmas gift giving doesn’t have to be as complicated as we often let it 
become. Remember the reason for the season and the gifts that are 
brought and encouraged by the one whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh were nice gifts, I’m sure. Let 
your love of God and neighbor guide you in your gift giving this season 
(and throughout the year), and I’m sure you will give some of the nicest 
gifts that anyone has received. 
 

Bless you as you bless others, 
 

Pastor Walter 
 

(A version of this article has been previously published.) 

 

 

Sonrisers Group 

The Sonrisers are a prayer and card ministry group that generally meets 

two Wednesdays out of the month in the Conference Center.  

All are welcome to participate and/or submit prayer requests.   

The group will only meet once this month. 

             December 10 10:00 am 

            

 

 
 

Wednesday, December 10, 
     at 1:00 pm 

with a reception  
to follow. 

 

All are welcome! 

https://www.hfny.org/affiliates/prison-fellowship
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Elders Report from November 2025 meeting 

The Elders gathered on November 10 with five members present. A 
devotion was presented by Pastor Walter to open the meeting. Minutes 
from the October meeting were reviewed. A staff/employee vacancy 
was addressed. Progress was noted on a variety of ongoing ministry 
concerns (Youth, Children, etc.). Upcoming seasonal worship special 
features were reviewed. Events in the past month were reviewed with 
appreciation and hope for future such events (Christmas Fair, Meal for 
Collegiate Council, etc.). A time of study and self-reflection around 
personal/individual giftedness and service was held. The meeting was 
closed with prayer. 

Prepared by Pastor Walter Bishop 
 

Board of Trustees Report from October/November 2025 meetings: 

Work has begun on installation of new windows for the parsonage. Our 
financial report for September reflects a positive income versus expense 
outcome. The Lamb Seal sign for the church has been completed thanks 
to the work of Paul Chen and Okim Hyon. It has been on display in the 
fellowship area and is awaiting installation. The Parish House (PH) main 
floor and Gym floor refinishing and sealing has been approved. Trash to 
Treasure has had successive monthly increases for the past several 
months and a record breaking November during the Christmas Fair 
day. The Church fire alarm panel installation will take place the first 
week in December. There should be no disruption to our services. The 
exhaust fan in the PH has been installed and is operational. It was 
decided that as part of our security review all doors within our church 
building will be locked at 10 AM Sunday morning. The Sanctuary door 
will be the only door left open during our services.  A sign will be 
displayed at the handicap entrance with a phone number to call should 
entry be required.  Partial proceeds from the sale of a home donated to 
the church have been received.  
Prepared by Steve Greet, Chair Board of Trustees 
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Second Sunday  
of Advent 
10am Worship/SS 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship 
 

Third Sunday  
of Advent 
10am Worship/SS 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship 

Fourth Sunday  
of Advent 
10am SS Christmas 
Program/Worship 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship 

First Sunday 
After Christmas 
10am Worship/SS 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship 
 

7:00 Board of  
Elders Meeting 

7:00 Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

7:00 Joint Board 
Meeting 

7:00pm Outreach 
Committee Mtg. 

10:00 am Sonrisers
   1:00 pm 
   St. Cecelia 
   Concert 

  Christmas Eve

 Candle Service

      4:00 pm 
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10:00 am Sonrisers 
1:00 pm 
St. Cecelia  
Concert 

 Trash to 
Treasure 
   10am - 
     2pm 

Christmas Eve 

Candle Service 

4:00 pm 
 

 

 

Vanderbilt 
Community Meal 
4:00pm-6:30pm 

 

 

 

1:00 pm Deadline for  

   Poinsettia Orders 
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Our Benevolence for the Month is 
Heifer International 

 

Begun in 1944, Heifer International works throughout the world to 

end hunger and poverty. From honeybees to livestock, clean water 

resources, seeds, farm and business training Heifer International 

helps build sustainable communities. Help change the world with 

your donations. 

 

 

 

 

Baked Goods “Sale” 

During December the Sunday School will be offering baked goods 

for “sale” during the Fellowship time. There’s actually no charge, but 
donations are being accepted for Heifer International.  (This is in 
addition to the benevolence offering for the month.) Look for the 
table by itself and the ark to place your donations. 

 

 

 

Moravian Open Door 

Helping the homeless help themselves. 
 

Moravian Open Door (MOD) is currently seeking donations through 
their annual No Room at the Inn program. MOD provides transitional 
housing and programs for older adults experiencing homelessness in 
New York City. Support for these services come solely through 
donations and a few grants. Please consider donating during the Advent 
season. Donations may be sent to: Moravian Open Door, 347 E 
18th Street, New York, NY 10003. For more information please visit:  
http://www.moravianhouse.org/ 
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  30 Stanley & Ruth Carter 2001 

 

5  Daniel Meyer 

6  Christine Ralph 

6  Alexandra Romito 

6  Melissa West 

7  Robin Fox 

9  Dawn Bartiromo 

10  Jeremi Amagsila 

10  Shaun Nuzzo 

13  Jennifer Burtner  

15  Lois Zipf 

 

  

17  Carol Bugge 

18  Devorah Helfrich 

20  Emily Schuler 

20 Ezra Khabut 

21  Jean DelBagno 

21  Isabel Ranieri 

23  Makayla Wilcken 

26  Anna Gaw 

26  Stephanie Gerstenlauer 

28  John E. Ferren 

31  Kristina Niesi 
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It’s time to order poinsettias to add to our Christmas decorations. As in years 

previous, you may purchase a plant that will be placed in the sanctuary, or 

make a donation to the Flower Fund, by completely filling out the order form 

below, include your payment, and place in the offering plate or turn it into the  

church office. 

 

                   The Deadline to order is: Friday, December 19th @ 1:00pm. 

 Option 1:  Please fill out this form and indicate the number of flowers de-

sired as well as color. (Color may be subject to availability.) 

 Option 2:  Make a donation to the Flower Fund. All Donations will offset the 

cost of extra flowers purchased. Any funds remaining will be used to purchase 

flowers during the coming year.  

Note:  All purchases and donations will be acknowledged. 

   Red Poinsettias (6 " pots):                     x $ 8.00 ea. = ________ 

  White Poinsettias (6 " pots):                   x $8.00 ea.  = _______ 

   Flower Fund Donation (Option 2): _________ 

   Total Payment Enclosed = $ _________                

Given by: ______________________________________________________                                                                            

In Memory/Honor of: _______________________________________      __ 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

(Please Print) 

Church Envelope #___________ Phone #_____________________________       

 Please remember to take your plant(s) home following  
the Christmas Eve service. Thank you. 
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Please help us keep our prayer list current  

and notify the church office if changes occur.  
 

For On-going Concerns: Dolores Cavallo, Richard Iadorola, Carmel McCarthy, 
Barbara Carolan, Linda Griggs, Connie Vadola, Lois Zipf, Libby Neri, Estefania 
Griggs, Charlee Cheru and family (Charlee undergoing treatment for childhood 
leukemia), John DiForte, Jean DelBagno, Michael Cericola, Jackie Passburg, 
Debbie Lotito. 

 

For Healing: Nadira Edwards (stage 4 cancer), Joyce Fernandez (treatment for 
breast cancer), Carol Bugge, Diane Serrano (cancer), Jennifer Fitzpatrick 
(breast cancer), Marla DiForte, Maria Metzger (undergoing chemotherapy), 
Lauren Mormile, Robin Lawson (surgery/treatment of throat), Alana Guarino, 
Van Takoushian (diagnosed with partial heart failure), Patrick Eng, Megan 
Poljak (treatment for breast cancer), Karen Ortado (uterine cancer), Deborah 
Griggs (now in rehab), Dawn Mormile, Shirley Parson, Peter Jones, John 
Gordon (for the loss of his wife, Cara), Carol Diamond, Theresa Sahaj 
(recovering from a stroke), wife of Jorge Segarra. 

 

Other Concerns: Those affected by recent storms and disasters, for leaders 
here and throughout the world to find solutions for peace and justice, and an 
end to all war. 

 

Please remember to pray for our denominational leaders, our Pastor, Board 
Members, and Committee Chairs as they lead us in the work of the church, 
and for our church, that we may follow God’s call and leading in our service 
and ministries, and help those who come to us seeking, find whatever they 
need. 
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