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As a much younger person, I would sometimes hear 
older folks say “Thank you, Jesus!” By my 
recollection, it was usually women who said this. 
Oftentimes, I would think that they sounded naïve 
because I was not ready to give credit to Jesus for 
the many things that happened which might, in my 
estimation, also be chalked up to coincidence, or to 
the normal ways and rhythms of things.  

Across time, and with ongoing observation of life’s 
joys and sorrows, I came to observe that sometimes 
those things that might be attributed to coincidence 
happen more often than might be statistically likely. 
I also saw that life often brought events that were 
difficult to explain as the normal ways and rhythms 
of life. Some were horrible, but some were 
miraculous. And even later in my life journey, I 
discovered that some blessings arrived after a plea 
had been made to the one God through any of the 
personages of Creator, Redeemer, or Sustainer.  

These days, I am much more likely to say “Thank 
you, Jesus!” Mostly I don’t say it out loud in such a 
way that it might be heard by others nearby.  
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 
 

 

Maybe I’ve not yet grown to the level and type of bold witness that I 
experienced from those whom I once considered naïve. But I am 
thankful for their witness.  

Another thing that I have noticed is that sometimes people say thank 
you in the midst of troubles. A person might die and that brings sorrow, 
but many have said that they were thankful for the manner of a 
person’s death and the relative absence of suffering. A person might be 
in an automobile accident and still be thankful that the outcome was 
not substantially worse. A person might be troubled by a delay and later 
discover that the delay kept them from being involved in some terrible 
circumstance. You can probably recall more than one instance in your 
own life where you had reason to be thankful even in the midst of 
difficult times. 

As we approach the holiday of Thanksgiving Day in the United States 
(Canada has already celebrated their Thanksgiving Day), let us recall 
that the Europeans, who joined together in thankfully feasting with the 
Native persons on the continent, had lost about half of their number in 
the preceding year.  Sickness, starvation, and exposure took loved ones, 
valued craftsmen and tradespersons, fellow adventurers, and travelers. 
And yet, they were able to celebrate and give thanks. It could have been 
even worse. For instance, the Native people might have been hostile 
and less generous or the diseases might have taken even greater 
numbers of their group.  

In some family traditions, the folks gathered around the table on 
Thanksgiving day go around the table listing things for which they are 
thankful. It serves as a statement/witness to others and also a reminder 
to self. You don’t need to wait until November 27 to make your list of 
things for which to be thankful. Start now! Do it daily! We each have 
much for which to be thankful, even in difficult times. I am thankful for 
you, New Dorp Moravian Church congregation. You bless each other, 
me, and many more, beside. Thank you, Jesus, for this part of the Body 
of Christ on earth! 

With appreciation, 

Pastor Walter Bishop 
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We have begun to collect food donations to benefit 

individuals and families in our community this  

Thanksgiving.  

Items being collected are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, instead of pre-packaged cookies, we will be 

collecting shelf-stable milk and cake/cookie mixes. Cans of 

frosting could also be included. 

Please leave your donations on the tables in the  

Conference Center. 

Thank You! 

 

 Turkey Gravy 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Stuffing Mix 

 Canned Yams 

 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Canned Fruit 

 Instant Mashed 

Potatoes 

      (Individual boxes only,  

       no bulk) 



   November 2025                                                                                                Page 4 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Elders Report from October 2025 meeting: 
The Elders gathered on October 13 with seven members present. A 
devotion was presented by Pastor Walter to open the meeting. Minutes 
from the September meeting were reviewed. Staff/employee concerns 
were addressed. An offer for an Estate Planning Seminar for the 
congregation and community was reviewed and approved. Ministry to 
Youth and Children and their families was discussed and tentative plans 
were shared. November worship special features were reviewed and 
approved. Discussion around a blog post on how to have an inviting 
church culture was shared. The meeting was closed with prayer. 
Prepared by Pastor Walter Bishop 
 
Joint Board Report September 2025: 
The Joint Board had a meeting on September 29. Thirteen members 
were present. Notation was made of the next regularly scheduled Joint 
Board meeting on December 29. Dorothy Ambrosino was elected vice-
chair of the Joint Board. Bob Iadorola shared information on the Staten 
Island Care Portal and how it might be used in our congregation for the 
benefit of those in our community who have unmet needs. (If you are 
looking to find a new home for any of your possessions, Bob can help 
you direct your donation.) Personnel concerns were discussed and a plan 
of action was noted. Concerns about behaviors and manners of some of 
our regular guests were discussed and a plan of action was developed 
along with an unofficial policy. Vacation dates for Pastor Walter were 
noted. Reducing the size of New Dorp Moravian’s boards was discussed. 
The Joint Board elected to promote board size reduction to the 
congregation for consideration at the annual Church Council meeting in 
January. At this time, the proposed size is six persons on the Board of 
Elders and six persons on the Board of Trustees. An interest in a review 
of security concerns and response planning for any potential acts of 
aggression was noted and will be addressed at a future Board meeting.  
The meeting was closed with prayer. 
Prepared by Pastor Walter Bishop 
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In Memory of: 
 

Thomas Bonamo                                        Eugene Isola- US Navy 
James V Corr - US Marines                       James Joseph Jahns - US Army  
Ed Delmar- US Army                   Edward Krogstad 
Harold Delmar- US Army                          Robert E. Knapp- US Army 
Tom Donnelly- US Army/ Navy Seal       Dan Master- US Navy 
Bill Drinnan-  US National Guard             Gunther Passburg- US Navy 
Norman Heil- US Army                              Anna Rodden- US Navy                                                          
Ray Heins- US Army                                                    Women’s Army Corp 
Paul Hoppe- US Army                                Thomas Searl, III 
Martha Housman – US Army                    Walter Zipf- US Navy 
 

In Honor of:  
 

Roger Aker                                                     Roberto Rubiano- US Coast 
Ronald Budhi– US Army                                                               Guard 
Roy Bjorklund-  US Army                             Kevin Saunders 
Kevin Brown                                                  William Steiner – US Marines 
Paul Chen- US Army 
Matthew Ciccone-US Marines 
Steve Greet-  US National Guard 
Michael Kelter – US Marines 
Pam Kelter – US Army 
Richard Kroeker 
William Parsons– US Navy 
Eric Parsons 
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7:00pm Outreach 
Committee Mtg. 

7:00 Board of  
Elders Meeting 

7:00 Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

21st Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am Worship/SS 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship— 
New Members’ Class 

 10:00 am Sonrisers
   1:00 pm
   St. Cecelia 
   Concert 

22nd Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am Worship/Holy 
Communion/SS 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship— New 
Members’ Class 

23rd Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10am Worship/SS 
11ish Luncheon for 
Pastor Walter 

Reign of Christ Sunday 
10am Worship/SS 
Lovefeast 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship— 
New Members’ Class 

First Sunday of Advent 
10am Worship/SS 
11ish Coffee/
Fellowship— 
New Members’ Class 

 

Sunday, Nov. 2, 2:00 am 
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Set up for 
Christmas Fair 

 Christmas Fair 
10 am—4 pm 

Trash to Treasure 
   10am—2pm 

 

10:00 am Sonrisers 
1:00 pm 
St. Cecelia  
Concert 

 

Chief Elder Festival 

 

  

 

Vanderbilt 
Community 
Meal 
4:00pm-
6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm  Staten 
Island Council of 
Churches Fall 
Assembly/Dinner 
(see pg. 10) 
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Christmas 
Fair 

 

Saturday, November 8th 

10 am — 4 pm 

Located in the Parish House 

and Conference Center 
 

   Vendors ❄ Food ❄ Raffles  

 
New Dorp Moravian Church 

2205 Richmond Rd. 

Staten Island, NY 10306 
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  3 Theresa & Bob Knapp 1980  

 

 

1   Donald Schwabacher 

4  Amy Isola 

4   Brian Zipf 

5   Nathan Ullrich 

6   Roberto Rubiano 

8   Paul Chen 

10   Lee Reycraft  

12   Russell Hampton 

14   Robert Kelter 

14   Deborah Griggs 

15   John Harden 

 

16   Hunter Nuzzo 

16   Christine Wilcken 

17   Carolanne Howes 

17   Toni-Ann Fischetti 

18   Mackenzie Traut 

21   Alfred Helfrich 

21   Caitlin Voelkl 

23   John Carmine Campagna 

24   Jessica O’Donnell 

30   Melissa Kowalski 
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Sonrisers Group 

The Sonrisers are a prayer and card ministry group that generally meets 

two Wednesdays out of the month in the Conference Center.  

All are welcome to participate and/or submit prayer requests.   

The group will only meet once this 

month. 

      

      November 12 10:00 am 

            

 

Benevolence of the Month 

Our Benevolence of the Month for November is the Staten Island 

Council of Churches (SICOC). The SI Council of Churches provides a 

network of cooperation & understanding among churches, community 

agencies, schools, private enterprise, civic organizations, and 

neighborhood groups. The unit is concerned with community issues 

such as drug use and the homeless, and supports efforts for world 

peace. The pastoral care program recruits and trains chaplains for 

hospitals & homes.  It supports the released time program for religious 

education of children.  

The Council sponsors an annual interfaith service and promotes a 

Christian Unity Observance. It also awards a scholarship to a student 

from each member congregation. Last year our own Evangeline Carolan 

was awarded one of these scholarships. In addition to donations you 

can help in the work of the Council with your prayers, as a volunteer, 

and by attending activities. 

(The SICOC will hold its Fall Assembly & Dinner at New Dorp Moravian 

Church on Thursday, 6:00 pm, November 6, 2025 in the Parish Hall. 

Tickets are $55.00 at the door.) 
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Please help us keep our prayer list current  

and notify the church office if changes occur.  
 

For On-going Concerns: Dolores Cavallo, Richard Iadorola, Carmel McCarthy, 
Barbara Carolan, Linda Griggs, Connie Vadola, Lois Zipf, Libby Neri, Estefania 
Griggs, Charlee Cheru and family (Charlee undergoing treatment for childhood 
leukemia), John DiForte, Jean DelBagno, Michael Cericola, Jackie Passburg. 

 

For Healing: Nadira Edwards (stage 4 cancer), Joyce Fernandez (treatment for 
breast cancer), Carol Bugge (cancer), Diane Serrano (cancer), Jennifer 
Fitzpatrick (breast cancer), Marla DiForte, Maria Metzger (undergoing 
chemotherapy), Lauren Mormile, Domenick Denares (in rehab recovering from 
a fall), Robin Lawson (surgery/treatment of throat), Shyanna McKelvin (return 
of Long Covid symptoms), Alana Guarino, Van Takoushian (diagnosed with 
partial heart failure), Patrick Eng, Marie Ambrosini (recovery from stent 
placement), Megan Poljak (treatment for breast cancer), Karen Ortado 
(uterine cancer), Deborah Griggs (surgery on October 23), Heather Courtney 
and family (her father is nearing the end of his life.) 

 

Other Concerns: Those affected by recent storms and disasters, for leaders 
here and throughout the world to find solutions for peace and justice, and an 
end to all war. 

 

Please remember to pray for our denominational leaders, our Pastor, Board 
Members, and Committee Chairs as they lead us in the work of the church, 
and for our church, that we may follow God’s call and leading in our service 
and ministries, and help those who come to us seeking, find whatever they 
need. 
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